THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER OF PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 


—Thousands of workers 
and students gathered near Times Square and thou- 
sands more protested elsewhere in New York City to 
demand the end of Israeli bosses’ fascist occupation 
and genocide of Palestinians in Gaza and the West 
Bank. The righteous rage of the working class was po- 
tent as hundreds tore away from the sidewalk and took 
to the streets near Grand Central in an illegal march. 
Many workers took leadership by passionately leading 
chants with energy. 


Multiracial and miultigenerational protesters 
chanted “El pueblo unido jamás será vencido! (The 
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people united will never be defeated), and Arabic 
chants. Several members of Progressive Labor Party 
(PLP) were in the crowd and we passed out at least a 
hundred copies of CHALLENGE. We also passed out 
flyers titled “War in Israel/Gaza means: Fight for the 
international working class, Join PLP.” One friend of 
the Party started up a sharper chant, “Biden you can’t 
hide, we charge you with genocide!” 


Nationalism is a deadly ideology that has unfor- 


tunately afflicted students, soldiers, our coworkers, 
and our friends’ understanding of the war. The most 
deadly side of the nationalist coin at the moment is Zi- 
onism. One Jewish education worker responded to an 
article about Palestinian civilian deaths by comment- 
ing that “Hamas started this, they’re a terrible group, 
terrorists.” 

This misconstruction echoes the line of the U.S. rul- 
ing class and of Israeli bosses. It is imperialist rivalry 
and the United States’ funding of Israel’s fascist regime 


STATEN ISLAND Deport racists, 


support migrants, destroy capitalism..p4 


LETTERS No fair contract in a profit 


system..p6 


Page 2 » Challenge * November 1, 2023 


OUR FIGHT 


v«Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to destroy 
capitalism and the dictatorship of the capitalist 
class. We organize workers, soldiers and youth 
into a revolutionary movement for communism. 


te The dictatorship of the working class — com- 
munism—can provide a lasting solution to the 
disaster that is today’s world for billions of people. 
This cannot be done through electoral politics, but 
requires a revolutionary movement and a mass 
Red Army led by PLP. 


yveWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive for 
profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, poverty, 
disease, starvation and environmental destruc- 
tion. The capitalist class, through its state power 
— governments, armies, police, schools and cul- 
ture — maintains a dictatorship over the world’s 
workers. The capitalist dictatorship supports, and 
is supported by, the anti-working-class ideologies 
of racism, sexism, nationalism, individualism and 
religion. 


v«While the bosses and their mouthpieces claim 
“communism is dead,’ capitalism is the real failure 
for billions worldwide. Capitalism returned to 
Russia and China because socialism retained 
many aspects of the profit system, like wages and 
privileges. Russia and China did not establish 
communism. 


¥«Communism means working collectively to 
build a worker-run society. We will abolish work 
for wages, money and profits. While capitalism 
needs unemployment, communism needs every- 
one to contribute and share in society’s benefits 
and burdens. 


v¥«Communism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indigenous 
workers, and to divide the entire working class. 


v«Communism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society. 


v«Communism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, one 
world, one Party. 


v«Communism means that the minds of millions 
of workers must become free from religion’s false 
promises, unscientific thinking and poison- 

ous ideology. Communism will triumph when 
the masses of workers can use the science of 
dialectical materialism to understand, analyze 
and change the world to meet their needs and 
aspirations. 


v«Communism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 
communist organizers. Join Us! 


CONTACT US 


Email: desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
Mail: Box 808 GPO, Brooklyn, NY 11202 
Internet: Online: www.plp.org 

Twitter: @PLPchallenge 

Facebook: @Challenge Desafio 
Instagram: @ PLPchallenge 


fY O 


@PLPCHALLENGE 


WHO WRITES 


FOR CHALLENGE? 
CHALLENGE is for the working class, produced by 
the working class. The fact that CHALLENGE/PLP 
articles are not signed grows from PLP’s criticism 
of the cult of the individual in the former socialist 
Soviet Union and China. We do not want to en- 
courage the possibility of building up a “following” 
around any particular individual. 

While an article may be written by one person, the 
final version is based on collective discussion and 
criticism. Many times this collective discussion 

even precedes an individual’s writing of an article. 


CHALLENGE/DESAFIO (ISSN 0009-1049) 
published bi-weekly by Challenge Periodicals. 
1l issue $1. One Year: $20. Six months: $15. Send 
address changes to CHALLENGE Periodicals, 
GPO Box 808 Brooklyn, NY 11202 
November 1, 2023 e Volume 55 No. 22 


desafio.challenge@ gmail.com 


Gaza genocide 
No nation only 


communist liberation 


Utter chaos, destruction and brutality have followed 
the October 7 Hamas incursion into Israel that mur- 
dered 1,300 and wounded 3,000. The relentless response 
by the unity government of Israel, led by the butchers 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his liberal 
counterpart Benny Gantz (Reuters 10/12) has to date has 
murdered over 4,000 people including more than 1,000 
children, wounded over 10,000, and leveled hospitals, 
schools, and homes in Gaza (UN 10/17). The war reflects 
and foreshadows the collapse of U.S. imperialism and 
the callous deathtrap that imperialist rivalry and nation- 
alism hold for the workers of the world. This capitalist 
genocide will grow to even greater proportions in the 
coming days, as the bodies of hundreds murdered at al- 
Ahli Hospital in Gaza City are counted and the bombings 
continue and likely ground invasion begins. 


Capitalist Genocide 

The deaths of workers in Gaza are not collateral dam- 
age. They are the inevitable result of indiscriminate 
bombing of workers trapped in a densely packed city 
carried out by the Israeli military (Al Jazeera 10/18). The 
criminal war minister of defense of Israel Yoav Gallant, 
ordered the complete siege of Gaza, referring to workers 
there as “human animals” and promising, “There will be 
no light, no food, no fuel, everything is closed,” (Times of 
Israel 10/9/2023). 


The fascist cliques that rule Gaza and Israel are 
state terrorist murderers sacrificing the lives of work- 
ers to carve out their positions and profits in a volatile 
and shifting world order. Workers and soldiers on both 
sides —and everywhere—must break down nationalist, 
religious and ethnic divisions, to fight together to crush 
a capitalist system that so completely fails the workers 
of the world. 


This war in Gaza also creates greater instability and 
the risk of an escalation that, together with other con- 
flicts like the one in Ukraine, paves the way for the out- 
break of a Third World War. Capitalism only offers war 
and death to workers. The working class must destroy it 
with communist revolution. 


From top dog to dogfight 
This current war between Israel and Hamas is the con- 
tinuation of the fight for dominance of the Middle East 
and its oil as the hegemony of the U.S. empire continues 
to decline. 


The same U.S. ruling class who refused to bomb trans- 
port lines to Nazi concentration camps and turned away 
Jewish survivors of the Nazis, supported the creation of a 
“Jewish state” and the displacement of millions of work- 
ers from Palestine in exchange for a Cold War ally against 
Soviet influence in the Middle East and support in the 
fight to control the production and flow of the region’s 
oil. This nationalist bribe, sold to workers as a solution 
to centuries of anti-Jewish racism is leading to the mass 
slaughter of workers in Gaza and now Israel. National- 
ism and alliances with bosses anywhere are deadly for 
workers. 


Over the decades, the bosses in Israel in exchange for 
vast sums of money and weapons from the U.S., have 
provided crucial support for U.S. interests. The Israeli 
bosses helped secure the Suez Canal in the 70’s. They 
funneled weapons to the Nicaraguan Contras in the 80’s 
(NY Times 7/21/83) and provide crucial geopolitical and 
intelligence support to the U.S. bosses’ control of Mid- 
east oil. Meanwhile, the U.S. bosses support the Israeli 
bosses’ apartheid laws and help to negotiate “peace” 
treaties with neighboring countries that continually con- 
demned workers in the West Bank to live under a contig- 
uous state of attack from Israeli nationalists and the IDE 
and workers in Gaza to live in what is largely recognized 
as an open-air prison. 


But, recently, the U.S-Israeli partnership and domi- 
nance have begun to unravel. Netanyahu refused to 
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support sanctions against Russia after Russia invaded 
Ukraine. Earlier this year, China brokered a restor- 
ing of relations between Saudi-Arabia and Iran that 
undercut decades of the U.S. bosses strategy of playing 
them against each other (CNBC 3/15). 


United States weakness 
This week the U.S. has mobilized two aircraft carriers 
to the area, anticipating a further escalation of the con- 
flict and hoping to discourage its global imperialist rivals 
such as China and Russia as well as local nationalists 
such as Iran from providing support to Hamas. 


Even as the world is witnessing genocide in Gaza, 
Biden can only react by giving his unconditional support 
to the butcher Netanyahu, who half of the population in 
Israel rejects but who, by murdering workers in Gaza, 
will try to gain support in a divided Israeli society. 


The decline of U.S. imperialism around the globe is 
creating an increasingly volatile situation. The U.S. is be- 
ing challenged by rivals big and small. The increasingly 
desperate U.S. bosses will not go down without a fight. 
Their growing desperation is adding fuel to the fires. 


Israel created Hamas 

Hamas has controlled Gaza since 2007. It was found- 
ed as a nationalist organization in 1988 at the onset of 
the first uprising against the Israeli occupation. But its 
roots date to the late 1960’s and 70’s when the Israeli 
bosses were grasping for an alternative to Yassir Arafat’s 
Fatah organization. When an adherent of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, Sheik Ahmed Yassin formed the Islam- 
ist group Mujama al-Islamiya in 1979 Israel recognized 
it as an official organization. According to Ishaan Tha- 
roor, “Yassin's Mujama would become Hamas, which, 
it can be argued, was Israel's Taliban: an Islamist group 
whose antecedents had been laid down by the West in a 
battle against a [Russian backed] enemy” (Washington 
Post 7/30/2014). Israel encouraged the rivalry between 
Fatah and Hamas even looking the other way as Hamas 
amassed weapons. 


Hamas does not represent the resistance of workers in 
Gaza against the oppression of the Israeli state any more 
than Fatah did. Hamas, with the tacit support of the Is- 
raeli government, has always been primarily interested 
in seizing control of Gaza from Fatah and securing its 
own control of the territory (WSJ 1/24/2009). For years 
Hamas has been reaping hundreds of millions of dollars 
in taxes on food (The Guardian 2010) and clothes (The 
New Arab 7/20/22) from the starving workers of Gaza 
to fill the pockets of its leadership and maintain it’s net- 
work of supporters. 


While the working class on both sides of the Gaza 
war are trapped in the ambition of the nationalist group 
Hamas and Israel's murderous ruling class, for work- 
ers around the world there is no good choice under this 
deadly system. 


The only way out is communist revolution 
For the workers there is only one way out, to demol- 
ish capitalism and its rhetoric of nations, religions, races 
and borders, and build the communist state to guaran- 
tee us health and housing, together as a single interna- 
tional working class. 


Capitalism creates religious and racial differences to 
undermine the revolutionary potential of global work- 
ing-class unity. Thousands of workers inside and out- 
side these countries will be dragged to support one of 
the fascist nationalist sides led by Israel or Hamas, both 
oppressors and enemies of the working class. Both must 
be swept away through a communist revolution. 


From the ruins of Gaza and all the places devastated 
by capitalist war, the revolutionary consciousness of the 
international working class must be reborn. Let the im- 
perialists start their wars, the workers will finish them 
with communist revolution. 
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Mass organizing for Ivan 


System that kills does 
not deserve to exist 
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INGLEWOOD, CA, October 15—Over the last two 
days about 100 family and friends showed up for the 
services of our fallen working class brother Ivan Solis 
Mora. Ivan, who was suffering from a mental health 
episode (see CHALLENGE 10/18), was treated with 
bullets by kkkop instead of compassion and medical 
care. That’s kkkapitalism for you! Mental illness is a 
death sentence under a system that routinely treats 
sick and disabled workers as disposable. 
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Friday evening was the viewing followed by the 
morning mass and burial on Saturday. At the viewing, 
a family member made green ribbons for us to wear to 
bring awareness to the growing mental health crisis, 
along with pins with Ivan’s picture. Surrounding his 
casket were floral arrangements, most with religious 
messages, and one shaped like a guitar. Petra, his 
mother, told us how much he loved playing his guitar 
and writing music. His actual guitar was also on dis- 
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For Ivan and too many other names smash this sick system, and fight for communism! 


play. 
Student and teachers organize for Ivan 


In addition, there were four large foam poster 
boards in front of each easel with over 400 signatures 
of students and teachers from a PLers high school with 


Continued on page 7 


Students & Workers: Organize, Organize, Organize! 


This fall has started off with a bang at our Bronx col- 
leges as we started classes facing closed cafeterias on 
two of our campuses, canceled classes, crumbling in- 
frastructure, broken elevators, and a myriad of other 
issues. 


Progressive Labor Party (PLP) members are in- 
volved in many fightbacks on our campuses, including 
demanding fair wages for adjunct professors, support- 
ing the struggle against the privatization of healthcare 
for retirees, and building solidarity with migrant work- 
ers and our working-class neighbors. We are involved 
in organizing fightbacks that bring students and fac- 
ulty, staff together. 


An attack on one is an attack on all! 

“A victory for anyone of us is a victory for all of us.” An 
adjunct professor, who teaches at three different cam- 
puses, made this comment at a forum we organized 
last week, sponsored by Rank and File Action (RAFA) 
and the Bronx City University New York (CUNY) Ac- 
tion Committee. He made a number of points includ- 
ing that the intensification of capitalism was harming 
the ability of our working-class neighborhoods to se- 
cure decent housing, food, and medical care. Three 
retired municipal workers who have helped to lead 
the fightback against the privatization of medical care 
( see CHALLENGE, 10/20/22) spoke eloquently about 
how racist Mayor Adams’ proposed change to retiree 
healthcare would lead to death of older workers. They 
explained how union leaders colluded with Adams to 
save the city almost $1 billion on the backs of these 
workers. 


The purpose of the forum was really to educate our- 


desafio.challenge@gmail.com 


selves about the struggle retirees have been waging, 
and to send the message that in fact this is the tip of the 
iceberg. If the city can do this to retired workers, what 
will stop them from trying to give healthcare on the 
cheap to those who are currently working?. The forum 
was attended by students, professors, union members, 
and the greater school community. The main takea- 
way was clear—be ready to be in this struggle for the 
working class for your whole life! 


We must be in it to win it! 

PLP members are active in our local union chap- 
ter as well as with students. We have a literature table 
where CHALLENGE is distributed and students stop 
by to talk. Most importantly, we are winning students 
to get active with us in various campaigns to meet with 
us, both in mass organizations and PLP study groups. 
We have seen how students are key to the struggle and 
that they are the ones who bear the brunt of CUNY’s 
racist austerity policies. Not surprisingly, they have 
played a key role in our struggles to get a working cafe- 
teria open, to protest the lack of heat, and to stop early 
cancellation of classes. 


We have also been involved with other union mem- 
bers in “observing”contract negotiation sessions. 
Along with RAFA members, we have forced union 
leadership to open the negotiating process to the 
members. While the point has been made that union 
members (and students) should be active participants, 
not observers,involvement in this process has given us 
the chance to talk with other union members about 
why, ultimately, nothing short of a strike could win 
us better working conditions and why capitalism will 
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never provide us with the education our class needs. 
While “being at the table” with the CUNY adminis- 
tration is infuriating and eye opening, it gives us the 
chance to engage with others and make the point that 
the union’s strategy of trying to shame CUNY into of- 
fering us a better contract is a dead-end. CUNY’s racist 
bosses have no shame! 


Build the Progressive Labor Party 

We have a lot of work to do as we continue to face 
the onslaught of racist austerity at CUNY, the lack of 
equity for part-time educators, and the reality that 
CUNY bosses plan to continue to deny proper fund- 
ing to students, staff, and faculty. As we face the war in 
the Middle East, we must step up our organizing with 
teach-ins and actions on the campus. We are already 
starting to have discussions about how Dominican 
and Haitian workers have been divided and the paral- 
lels to the Middle East situation. 


We have a vibrant PLP Study Group, led by college 
students which meets regularly and analyzes and dis- 
cusses both the historical foundations of our move- 
ment, along with looking at current events. We analyze 
the struggles we are involved in, look at how we can 
sharpen our understanding of the world and deter- 
mine the best way to bring communist ideas into the 
reform movement. Our group is growing, to involve 
both college students and graduate students, and our 
Party’s ideas are so needed in these very dangerous 
times. We will continue to be in the reform campaigns, 
but always keep our eye on the ball that although this is 
the world we inherited, this capitalist nightmare is not 
the world we want to leave for generations to come! 
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Staten Island 


Deport racists, ‘Support migrants, destroy esac 
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Workers in staten island NY brave the rain to give support for refugees and to counter racist protestors 


The racists on Staten Island are not stopping their 
attacks on the asylum seekers being housed in shel- 
ters there, but the Progressive Labor Party (PLP) and 
other antiracists are stepping up our efforts to support 
and defend them. 


By order of New York City officials, St. John's Villa, a 
former private school that was the site of two previous 
pro-migrant vs anti-migrant demonstrations, is to be 
emptied of its residents by November 15th. The racists 
are now concentrating their attacks on migrants in the 
former Island Shores Senior Residence on Father Cap- 
odanno Blvd. Every night, the racists have been con- 
gregating in smaller or larger numbers to loudly spew 
their anti-immigrant filth to disturb the residents. 
Their continued presence has caused the NYPD to set 
up barricades on the streets surrounding the facility, 
ostensibly to prevent any confrontations. 


When members of the coalition of antiracist or- 
ganizations arrived at the facility for our planned 
demonstration, we found these barricades in place. 
Some of the racists were already there, and when we 
demanded that the cops allow us to demonstrate on 
the Island Shores side of the boulevard, we were told 
we had to cross to the other side. The racists were al- 
lowed to remain, showing once again on whose side 
are the police. 


Undeterred, we used a bullhorn and our voices to 
chant support to the migrants. The police then forced 


Respond to Gaza Genocide 


us to stop using the bullhorn. To show their "impar- 
tiality," they also stopped the racists from using theirs. 
We then formed a picket line and continued chant- 
ing vigorously and loudly. Before we left, members of 
Peace Action Staten Island, the Democratic Socialists 
of America, and the PLP made speeches, stressing the 
need for antiracist worker unity. The Party members 
who spoke made it clear that the only solution to work- 
ers’ problems worldwide is communist revolution. 


Prior to the rally, some of the Peace Action mem- 
bers had leafleted at the College of Staten Island and 
in the Port Richmond neighborhood, which is popu- 
lated by many immigrant workers. The rain may have 
had some effect on discouraging students and workers 
from those areas from coming to the demonstration. 
Our rally still had double the number of the racists, but 
about half of us were from outside Staten Island. We 
distributed CHALLENGE there and continued to talk 
afterwards about our plan to build the Party and fight 
for communism. 


The racists have a fairly well-organized core in the 
community, backed by most of the politicians on the 
Island. They attack the immigrants, but they also at- 
tack Democratic NYC Mayor Adams, blaming him, 
Governor Hochul, President Biden, and "white liber- 
als" in general for the immigrant problem and all the 
other ills facing the working class. Just as did the Nazis 
in the early days, these racists claim to represent the 
interests of blue collar workers. Their racism is dan- 


gerous to the entire working class. The Democratic 
Party politicians agree with them about limiting im- 
migration, cutting back benefits to the poor and other 
workers, and supporting a bigger military to prepare 
for war. 


It does present an obvious danger, but even more 
dangerous to workers are the "white liberals” that the 
openly racist "Small Fascists" decry. 


Biden and his cohorts represent the interests of the 
dominant "Big Fascist" capitalists. It is their vicious 
exploitation of workers in Central and South America 
that has led to the desperate increased migration to 
the United States from those countries. As the workers 
struggle across the border, “Small Fascist” governors 
ship them to cities in the North. Once there, suppos- 
edly liberal politicians crowd our fellow workers into 
unhealthy shelters, tent cities and even throw them 
onto the streets. The Democratic Party liberals have 
no plan to help the migrants and are happy to see the 
racists attack them and divide the working class. 


In NYC, and especially Staten Island, the PLP and 
its antiracist allies must continue to build a move- 
ment against the open racists. At the same time, we 
must struggle to show our friends and other workers 
and students that fighting racism within the system 
is not enough. We must smash capitalism to destroy 
racism. THE ONLY SOLUTION IS COMMUNIST 
REVOLUTION!SS 


Build fightback & PLP on the job & in the union 


While workers around the world watch in horror, 
the escalating slaughter taking place in Gaza leaves 
many people feeling helpless. With the demise of the 
old communist movement, workers are increasingly 
being led to the slaughter by one group of nationalists, 
religious fundamentalists or another. 


While we cannot control the outcome of events right 
now, we can affect the outlook of our coworkers and 
within our unions, and fight for the political leader- 
ship of the working class. What we do, where we are, 
is all-important. We can, if we are creative and bold, 
expose the hellish world the capitalists have built, and 
organize to destroy these bosses and their system with 
communist revolution. 


Last week, the NYC Jewish Labor Committee hosted 
an online panel on the Gaza war, chaired by Retail, 
Wholesale, Department Store Union (RWDSU) Presi- 
dent Stuart Applebaum and American Federation of 
Teachers (AFT) President Randi Weingarten. It in- 
cluded Peter Lerner, Director General of International 
Relations at Histadrut (the Israeli General Federation) 
and a Lt. Colonel in the Israeli reserves, Rami Hod - 
Executive Director at Berl Katznelson Center, a Liberal 
Zionist think tank, and Congressman Dan Goldman of 
Brooklyn. 
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Fascism was on full display! The main point of the 
call was to rally progressive labor leaders to support 
the genocidal collective punishment the Israeli gov- 
ernment, with U.S. support, is unleashing on Gaza (see 
editorial on page 2). 

But the Jewish Labor Committeen ironically got one 
thing right; war is union business. No imperialist can 
wage war for long without the active or passive sup- 
port of their workers, and their willingness to sacrifice 
for the costly war effort. Our job is to win workers to 
oppose imperialist war and overthrow the bosses. 


At the urgent request of the Palestinian Journalists 
Syndicate, which has hundreds of members in Gaza, 
the leadership of the National Writers Union issued 
a statement that opposed the collective punishment, 
shed light on the journalists who have been targeted 
and murdered and the 50 media offices that were de- 
stroyed. 


The statement called on the mainstream media, es- 
pecially in the U.S. to not rely on unconfirmed state- 
ments from the Israeli and U.S. warmakers, and to 
defend any journalist or author being fired or threat- 
ened for daring to oppose the rush to war. It said that 
we should not repeat the post-9/11 story where the 
media led us to a 20-year war in Iraq and sanctioned 
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the mass roundup and surveillance of Muslims in the 
U.S. There are numerous reports of writers and events 
being canceled and disciplined in the U.S. and across 
Europe. 


The current situation demands that Progressive La- 
bor Party (PLP) be bold and speak out in our unions, 
and with our coworkers, in transit, in healthcare, in 
the schools and campuses. We should boldly oppose 
Randi Weingarten, who has been a spokesperson for 
U.S. imperialism in Ukraine and around the world. 
There is no short-term solution to this endless night- 
mare. We must do our best to build the Party. Have 
lunchroom discussions, raise union resolutions, invite 
your coworkers for dinner for more discussions, and 
bring some coworkers to local anti-war actions. Get- 
ting CHALLENGE to workers is essential to countering 
fascist ideas. 


Let’s do what we can, as limited as that may be, to 
oppose the current slaughter that is now underway. 
The answer in Israel/Palestine, and everywhere, must 
start with international solidarity, antiracism, and 
building the unity of Jews and Palestinians, which has 
been done before, yet today seems unimaginable. It 
ends with turning imperialist war into communist 
revolution, and the international working class com- 
ing to power. 
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No fair contract in a profit system 
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CHICAGO, October 7—Today members of the in- 
ternational communist Progressive Labor Party (PLP) 
came out in force to support the ongoing United Auto 
Workers (UAW) strike here on the picket line at the 
Torrence Avenue Ford plant. We distributed dozens of 
copies of CHALLENGE and spoke with workers about 
the need for a communist revolution. Many workers 
are open to discussing these revolutionary ideas and 
thank us for our support in the struggle for a better 
contract. 


During past contract "negotiations" the UAW agreed 
to a two-tier wage division, reduced or eliminated cost 
of living raises, eliminated pensions, and several other 
concessions so the auto industrialists could recover 
from an economic downturn around 2008. In other 
words, make the workers pay for the crisis of the boss- 
es’ system! Capitalism makes it legal to exploit our la- 
bor. Labor is a commodity used by the capitalists to 
extract profits. When the workers are too old or too 
sick or injured due to speed ups, they are discarded 
like an old pair of shoes. 


When we withhold our labor power in a strike, the 
bosses lose their profits. The workers’ struggle against 
the capitalists is a way to recover some of the stolen 
value that workers produce. The bosses enrich them- 
selves and maintain the current system of oppression 
off that stolen value. 


PLP is building a multiracial and international 
working-class movement against this capitalist sys- 
tem’s inherent racism, sexism, unemployment and 
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war. Strengthening our ties with industrial workers - 
especially Black, Latin, Asian and women industrial 
workers - will be a crucial front in overthrowing the 
bosses’ exploitative system for good and building a 
new egalitarian communist society. Under commu- 
nism, we will organize to produce and then distribute 
based on what our class needs, never profit. 


Bosses will kill for their profits - 
Workers organize to fight back! 

The Torrence Avenue Assembly Ford plant is the 
oldest continuously operated auto manufacturing 
plant and opened in 1924. It has 4,600 workers and 
produces about twenty-four hundred cars a day. 
These workers produce almost one fourth of all the 
Ford vehicles made in one year. This plant, and many 
other Ford plants scattered throughout the world have 
made the Ford family worth 2 billion dollars (Forbes, 
August 2023). It's reported Ford’s CEO in 2022 was 
paid $21 million, and GM's CEO about $20 million per 
year. 


In our conversations, auto workers related how a 
worker on the assembly line suffered a seizure. The 
line stopped, while another worker on the line came 
to help the worker with the seizure. A supervisor 
then reprimanded the worker for trying to help her 
co-worker, and before medical help was called, they 
replaced the worker and restarted the line, in that or- 
der. Profits come before the lives of workers, that is the 
lesson capitalism teaches us— that is why we fight for 
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communism. Communism is a society where profits 
will be abolished, and workers’ lives and safety will al- 
ways come first. 


It was with the help and leadership of communist 
workers that the UAW was first established. In 1936- 
37 there was a sit-in strike in Flint, Michigan at the 
GM Fisher Body No. 1 plant that lasted 44 days. The 
bosses hesitated to retake the plant because they 
feared millions of dollars’ worth of equipment would 
be destroyed by the occupying workers. Right before 
the National Guard was to go in the plant, the bosses 
relented and recognized the UAW union. 


But as history has shown us, after the current con- 
tract is settled, and the end of the next contract, work- 
ers will be back on the picket line to demand a fair 
contract, because the nature of the system is always 
to demand more from the workers. Trusting in liberal 
bosses like Joe Biden to get a “fair” deal is poison for 
our class, as not only did he help engineer the anti- 
worker bailout in 2008 he also torpedoed efforts for 
railroad workers to strike last year. 


The bosses want more give-backs, so they can com- 
pete internationally against their rivals, mainly the 
bosses in China. They also want to give enough to 
workers to lay the groundwork for a patriotic popula- 
tion that is ready to fight and die for their imperialist 
wars. Capitalism is a never-ending treadmill, a deadly 
system of contradictions designed to wear us down. 
We must organize to smash it and replace it with work- 
ers’ power and communism. Join us, join PLP! 
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LETTERS 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters 
and articles 
about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide. 


NY: in solidarity with UAW strikers 

I recently visited a United Auto Workers (UAW) 
picket line with some fellow union members to see 
first-hand the determination and bravery of fellow 
workers against the bosses. After stopping at the gro- 
cery store to pick up some solidarity grocery supplies, 
we arrived at the picket line. 


The workers were from a small parts supplier, but 
we were impressed with the multiracial, cross-gender 
solidarity and their strength: the picket line is active 
24-hours per day, 7-days per week! 


While there, we heard stories from long-time work- 
ers about how they were forced to make concessions 
to bail out the auto companies during the Great Re- 
cession in 2008 and how the auto companies have 
never made good on their promise to restore the cuts. 
Typical bosses. We’re engaged in our own contract 
struggle, and while our union leadership does every- 
thing it can to quash any momentum toward striking, 
workers are more and more fed up and ready to take 
action. We can draw inspiration from the UAW work- 
ers and their ongoing fight. 


bO.0. 0.8.4 


Run in memory of comrade Fernando 

October 1 marked the first (hopefully annual) Braga 
5K Memorial Run at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, 
NY. The race was named after our fallen comrade Fer- 
nando Braga who died by suicide last year. (His obitu- 
ary appeared in CHALLENGE „July 20, 2023). Several 
members of Progressive Labor Party (PLP), friends, 
and family members participated in the race and oth- 
ers we know helped put on the event. The 5K run (and 
jwalk) acted as a fundraiser for Fernando’s daughter’s 
college fund and organizations dedicated to stopping 
veteran suicide. 


While it was an emotional day for many, it was also 
an opportunity to honor Fernando by building rela- 
tionships around the ideas he fought for. He “was not 
just a veteran but an Iraq veteran against the war,” I 
told several participants I met. These included high 
school and college students. The second place finish- 
er even grew up near me in NYC! 


“I think the two of you would’ve gotten along,” 
I told one of the lead organizers who is a profes- 
sor at the college. He didn’t get to meet Fernando 
since he started teaching after Fernando gradu- 
ated, but teaches a course on the school to mili- 
tary pipeline. I hope I can help with some of the 
organizing next year and get to know him (as well 
as others) better. 


Fernando was my club leader some years ago, 
providing our collective in general, and me in 
particular, with advice and leadership. I always 
respected the way he put our line into practice 
as a student, soldier and worker. At one point 
when we were close, I struggled with a decision 
of whether or not to join the military or remain 
an industrial worker. Fernando’s experience, 
thoughtful application of our line, and objective 
considerations of my strengths and weaknesses 
provided rare guidance that meant the most. 


Before the 5K race, there were two speeches. 
The PLers who went agreed that next year we’d 
make sure we get to make one. The first speech 
was by a school administrator and reflected some 
of the nationalist ties between the College and 
the military. The other, though, was by one of 
Fernando’s closest friends and fellow veterans at 
school. He spoke for many of us at the 5K when 
he said “support each other, tell each other how 
much you love each other, it really matters. If I 
could take anything back, I would’ve definitely 
told him what he meant to me.” 


Rest in Power Fernando! 


KKK KK 
Haiti: a communist revolution is their 


only salvation 

On October 2, the UN Security Council voted 
on a resolution approving the deployment of a 
force of 1,000 Kenyan policemen to Haiti. Their 
main stated objective is to combat the prolif- 
eration of gangs in the capital of Port-Au-Prince. 
Those gangs (really armed militias) are the results 
of decades of exploitation imposed by local and 
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international bosses. The lack of a significant commu- 
nist organization left unemployed workers with little 
choice but to join the gangs, many of them controlled 
by politicians and local businessmen. 


As we already know, the real objective is to impose 
more miseries and exploitation on Haitian workers. In 
2004, the UN came to Haiti to impose U.S. and Europe- 
an imperialist will on the workers. The mission objec- 
tive was to stabilize the country and create a climate 
where the international and the local bosses could 
exploit the workers. After 17 years that mission failed 
miserably. This new mission is also bound for failure. 
Workers in Haiti and throughout the world don’t need 
the boss’s solution to solve their problem. Capitalism 
has no answers to humanity ‘s problems. It must be 
destroyed. Only a communist revolution can achieve 
this objective. 


tO KK 


From Israel: Apartheid kills Palestinians 
and class consciousness 


The slaughter is the bosses’ doing. Those who 
would argue that we are “assuming symmetry be- 
tween the occupier and the occupied” are missing the 
point. There is no symmetry between the big bosses 
- Chinese and American - and the exploited working 
classes of the Middle East. For them, we are all slaves 
to extract profit from and chess pieces in their strug- 
gles for geopolitical dominance. The Israeli worker is 
not the oppressor of the Palestinian worker - rather, 
the big businessmen oppress both. 


Israel’s super-rich ruling class includes people such 
as Miriam Adelson - the world’s 30th richest person, 
with a net worth of 27.5 billion USD. This boss is well- 
involved in Israeli politics and is an adamant support- 
er of Israel’s corrupt and fascist prime minister, Biny- 
amin Netanyahu. On the other side, Ismail Haniyeh, 
leader of Hamas - who considers themselves a “popu- 
lar resistance movement” - lives safely and in luxury 
in Qatar, far from Gaza. He has a net worth of 4 billion 
USD, gained by extorting the Gazan population and 
by embezzling foreign aid given to the impoverished 


Gaza Strip. Meanwhile, 65% of the people of Gaza live 
below the poverty line. 


The big businessmen get away with their grisly 
crimes thanks to the toxic ideology of nationalism. 
This way of thinking posits that Israeli workers are on 
the same side as the billionaire Mrs. Adelson, and the 
oppressed Palestinian workers are on the same side as 
the ultra-rich Mr. Haniyeh. But the top bosses are the 
utter enemies of all working-class people. For them, 
we, the workers, are nothing but machines and tools 
to generate their profits and fight their wars. 


The Chamas action last Saturday has helped to uni- 
fy all walks of life here and the liberal demos against 
the so-called “Judicial reform” disappeared and wiped 
off the earth. 


Gal Gadot (the Israeli actress -Wonder Woman) 
tweeted saying she is opposed to the killing of inno- 
cent Jews and Palestinians was labeled a “Traitor” for 
mentioning Palestinians and Jews in the same sen- 
tence.She deleted her tweet and apologized . 


The so-called “left” is labeling Palestinians as “Hu- 
man beasts” and calling to wipe Ghaza off the map. 
We are staying home most of the time - no schools 
(closed) and there are sporadic rockets aimed at the 
Tel Aviv area so we have to be able to enter a safe place 
- the sirens give you 90 seconds to do so. 


The army is now engaged on 3 fronts and the killing 
of Palestinians continues in the north, the West Bank, 
and Ghaza under “moral” justification. 


Unfortunately, there is no communist leadership 
among the Palestinians and Israelis, only nationalist 
and religious motivation. The interest of all working- 
class people in Israel-Palestine is to place the blame 
on their true oppressors and butchers: the bourgeoi- 
sie. The only way to cast away the poisonous ideology 
of nationalism and replace nationalist war with class 
war - is to organize a mass multi-ethnic communist 
party. This way, we, the working class, can win a world 
free from the vicious cycle of slaughter. The only thing 
that deserves to die is the capitalist system! 


tok Kk 


Liberal racists evict workers from shelters 


[| ar 


New York City, Oct 11- Chanting “Fight, fight, fight, Housing is a human right!,” a coalition of housing groups pro- 
tested at the New York governor’s office against Top kkkop Mayor Eric Adams’ vow, together with the liberal fascist 
state, to suspend the “right to shelter” law in NYC. As thousands are being evicted under the 30 day limit on shelter, 
the new proposal would put homeless workers, including migrants, onto the streets. Comrades joined the group, met 
up with friends and distributed 50 copies of CHALLENGE. The fight continues, and Progressive Labor Party (PLP) 
will be there to build communism one struggle at a time 
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Mass organizing for Ivan 
A System that kills does not deserve to exist 
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ian, police control boards! 
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Coalition for Community Control 
Over the Police 


JOSEY VANN 


Tasto for Iván Solis Matai 


Only under communism, where workers control all aspects of society, can workers really be safe. 


Continued from page 3 


the message, “a mental health crisis does not warrant 
a death sentence.” This activity was spearheaded by 
our comrade teacher who created an advisory lesson 
on what happened to Ivan. With the advisory lesson, 
all teachers in the school then taught their students 
about what happened to Ivan as part of a larger prob- 
lem of police violence disproportionately impacting 
those with underlying mental illness. Afterward, stu- 
dents from the comrade’s after school club took the 
boards to every classroom and approximately 400 
out of 600 students and teachers signed them. Later, 
the comrade visited the family to share the story and 
the messages from the school community. The fam- 
ily chose to display the boards right out front for all 
to see. 


While these two days were surely tearful and somb- 
er, they didn’t lead the family to pacifism. Over the 
preceding two weeks the family led two actions that 
the Progressive Labor Party (PLP) participated in, in- 
cluding a rally and march to City Hall to confront the 
City Council and a second march from their home to 


the Inglewood police station. 


On the day of the City Hall action, about 30 family 
members and friends showed up at a nearby inter- 
section.People passing by, whether in cars or on foot, 
were very supportive, honking horns, stopping to talk 
about what happened. Groups of high school students 
walking home after school were particularly interest- 
ed in learning about what had happened. As they be- 
gan their march to City Hall, a comrade inspired oth- 
ers who were initially quiet at the rally, and led them 
in fight back chants as they entered. 


Liberal politicians response: crocodile 
tears and more dead-end reforms 

The City’s head of security first told everyone that 
only five people could go into the meeting. After some 
struggle, he allowed more of us in, but said “none of 
the protestors.” So much for open government meet- 
ings and free speech under capitalism. Not surpris- 
ingly, despite hearing from the family members, 
Council members could offer the family nothing more 
than the usual phony “thoughts and prayers.” There 
is another group that is also giving leadership in this 
struggle. One of their leaders is running for Los Ange- 


© RED EYE ON THE NEWS... 


les City Council. 


At this particular event, not only did he call for the 
typical tried-and-failed reforms like body cameras, 
but also invited the City Council to the family’s next 
action and had the cop-mayor take a photo with the 
family. There is a clear lack of understanding of the 
interconnectedness between the state and the police 
when this is the approach. 


Contrastingly, PLP understands that the entire rul- 
ing class and their police state are the enemy. Politics 
is everything in determining if we will one day end this 
system once and for all.Different Party members are 
getting to know members of the family independent 
of each other making home visits. One comrade had 
talked with Petra about us working on an article about 
Ivan for CHALLENGE, and today two other comrades 
visited the family and showed them the front-page 
articleSome groups “fight” police brutality by run- 
ning for elections, but this only makes them part of 
the bosses’ state. The Progressive Labor Party instead 
calls on all workers, students, and soldiers to build the 
revolutionary communist PLP so that we can destroy 
their state and lead us into a communist world. 


U.S. bombs dropped by Israeli jets rain 


down on children 

France24, 10/15-Israel's strikes on the Gaza Strip 
have led to an "unprecedented human catastrophe" 
in the Palestinian territory, the United Nations agency 
supporting Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) said Sun- 
day. "Not one drop of water, not one grain of wheat, 
not a litre of fuel has been allowed in the Gaza Strip 
for the last eight days," Philippe Lazzarini, commis- 
sioner general of UNRWA, told journalists. More than 
1,000 people are missing under the rubble of build- 
ings that were destroyed by Israeli air strikes in Gaza, 
the Palestinian civil defence team said on Sunday. Is- 
raeli strikes on the Gaza Strip have killed at least 2,450 
people since Hamas's bloody attack on southern Is- 
rael last week, the Gaza health ministry said Sunday. 


Palestinian medical workers experience 


raw lessons of capitalism 

Al Jazeera, 10/14-Dr Nisreen al-Shorafa has gotten 
barely 10 hours of sleep over the past seven days. The 
30-year-old surgeon runs the emergency room at Al 
Awda Hospital in Tal al-Zaatar, between Beit Lahia 
and Beit Hanoun, and she cannot recall a time when 
she has worked harder. Dedicated completely to help- 
ing save the people who survived the relentless Israeli 
bombing, she has pushed herself beyond what she 
thought she could do. On Saturday, the hospital start- 
ed receiving warning calls from the Israeli military. 
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The message was stark and ominous: The hospital 
had to be evacuated because it would be bombed. “I'll 
bet they [Israeli army] are proud of themselves, threat- 
ening to bomb the hospital,” said resident nurse Asala 
al-Batsh. “They insisted that everyone and everything 
move. All hospital personnel, all the patients, includ- 
ing those in the ICU, and the bodies in the morgue.” 
After trying to explain to the Israeli army on the phone 
the inhumanity and impossibility of moving every- 
one out of the hospital and southward, the team gave 
up. “We decided not to leave,” al-Shorafa said...The 
Palestinian Ministry of Health has urged the interna- 
tional community to intervene several times, but no 
response or assistance has come. 


Capitalism climate crisis worsens 

The Guardian, 10/5-At least 43 million child dis- 
placements were linked to extreme weather events 
over the past six years, the equivalent of 20,000 chil- 
dren being forced to abandon their homes and school 
every single day, new research has found. Floods and 
storms accounted for 95% of recorded child displace- 
ment between 2016 and 2021, according to the first- 
of-its-kind analysis by Unicef...The rest - more than 
2 million children - were displaced by wildfires and 
drought. In absolute terms, China, the Philippines 
and India dominate with 22.3 million child displace- 
ments - just over half the total number - which the 
report attributes to the countries’ geographical ex- 
posure to extreme weather such as monsoon rains 
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and cyclones and large child populations, as well as 
increased pre-emptive evacuations. In August 2022, 
unprecedented floods submerged a third of Pakistan 
underwater, causing billions of dollars in damage 
and displacing around 3.6 million children - many of 
whom went months without access to proper shelter, 
safe drinking water and sanitation. 


Liberals remind us that they attack immi- 


grants, too 

Gothamist, 10/1- A top advisor to Mayor Eric Ad- 
ams on Sunday called for the federal government to 
“close the borders” in order to prevent more migrants 
from coming to New York City. “We need the federal 
government, the Congress members, the Senate and 
the president to do its job: close the borders,’ Adams’ 
senior advisor Ingrid Lewis-Martin said during an in- 
terview on PIX11. “And until you close the borders, you 
need to come up with a full-on decompression strat- 
egy where you can take all of our migrants and move 
them throughout all of our 50 states.” Lewis-Martin’s 
comments marked an escalation in the rhetoric from 
the mayor’s office surrounding the city's migrant cri- 
sis... Lewis-Martin said more than 61,000 migrants 
remain under the city’s care. The call to “close the 
borders” resembled comments made by several right- 
wing members of Congress who threatened to shut 
down the federal government if strict border policies 
were not included in a new funding bill. 
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FREE 
t PALESTINE 


that is driving this war. While Hamas’ hands are cer- 
tainly drenched in blood, their murders of workers do 
not add up to the genocidal nature of the U.S. imperi- 
alists or the Israeli bosses who kill far more with their 
bombings. 


As fiercely as we must smash the Israeli bosses for 
their murderous 75-year reign of terror, genocidal oc- 
cupation, and bombing of Gaza, we cannot replace 
the calls with another form of nationalism; we cannot 
support the Palestinian bosses by cheering on Hamas. 
Many Hamas leaders live in fancy apartments and ho- 
tel suites, funded by bosses in Iran and Syria, among 
other sources (algemeiner, 7/28/14). 


Meanwhile, the average worker in Gaza lives in 
squalor, with little to no access to food, water or sani- 
tation. This form of all-class unity, that is, believing 
that Hamas will make a Palestine for the best interests 
of Palestinian workers, is a dead-end. The national- 
ism put on full display in these protests will not free 
workers in Palestine or around the world. 


Protest organizers asked attendees to bring Pales- 


CHALLENGE strives to be the communist paper for 
and by the international working class. We call on all 
readers, supporters, and comrades to submit class 
struggle articles, analytical pieces, original photos and 
graphics, letters, and political cartoons. 


Send to desafio.challenge@gmail.com. For some guid- J 


ance and house style rules, please go to 
www.bit.ly/338ZJow 


All submissions are open to collective discussion, 
struggle, and change. See sidebar on page 2 about 
fighting for collectivity and against a cult of the 
individual. 


tinian flags, which coated the march, as protesters 
chanted “From the river to the sea, Palestine will be 
free,’ and “Free, Free, Free Palestine.” 


In perhaps the most obvious display of this irony, 
one worker led those chants while waving an Ameri- 
can flag. 


“I don’t see how anyone could take the Israeli side 
or support Hamas for that matter,’ commented the 
spouse of a teacher we spoke with. Indeed, many 
workers have a difficulty understanding how the na- 
tionalism they don’t subscribe to could lead anyone 
to think killing working-class children from another 
“nation” is okay. PLP responds that internationalism 
and communism are the only answers to the scourge 
of nationalism in our class. 


This week, as the death toll climbed in Palestine/Is- 
rael, a group called Students for Justice in Palestine at 
New York University (NYU) organized a teach-in. On 
October 12th, they had student speakers and a profes- 
sor discuss media manipulation of the ongoing geno- 
cide of Palestinians by the state of Israel. A student 
filmmaker played a short film she made depicting her 


family’s story in Palestine, starting with her grandpa, 
whose land was taken from him during Nakba, until 
recently, when her family has been displaced and 
their homes taken away. The stories and experiences 
of the Palestinian students were incredibly moving 
and heartbreaking. There was also a clear message at 
the end of the teach-in, displaying the shared strug- 
gles that the international working class faces today 
and why it is even more important to unite. 


That same day, Columbia University Students for 
Justice in Palestine hosted a rally on campus. In fear 
of workers’ anger, security locked the school gates to 
shut out support from the community and pro-Israeli 
counter protestors. Students have been demanding 
an end to Columbia's investment of endowments in 
“Israeli companies that...profit off of the construction 
of illegal settlements on Palestinian land.” 


Across the city pro-Israeli forces have been small 
and marginal in the streets. Of course, with the U.S. 
and Israeli states on their side, only the most brazen 
of these fascists show their faces at protests. Still, that 
didn’t stop one racist from yelling at Palestine sup- 
porters, “You are sick people, animals, you don’t de- 
serve to be here.” Meanwhile, Jewish Voices for Peace 
NYC held a large protest on Friday reminding the 
working class that many Jewish workers and students 
are committed to ending genocide in Palestine even 
as they grieve the loss of their loved ones. 


As countless more die in Palestine/Israel and rac- 
ists pop up in the streets of New York, PLP students, 
workers, and friends will be out in force. We will wave 
the red flag of internationalism and communism, and 
share our ideas, as we struggle with our class siblings 
to fight back and fight together. 
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